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KIKA DE LA GARZA, 15TH DISTRICT, TEXAS--------------_
101-1257 3 May 1990 Washington, D C
RECOGNIZING THE REALITIES OF A CHANGING WORLD. The House Budget Conunittee
recently approved its Fiscal Year 1991 Budget Resolution, and it is a five
year budget for rebuilding America at home and reestablishing economic
competitiveness for the future. This plan leaves behind the policies of the
past to prepare our nation for a new decade and a new century recognizing the
changing world in which we live and in which our leadership will be tested,
hopefully, not by the threat of nuclear war and the build-up of arms, but by
the challenge of working to realize the goa1s of reducing the deficit, balancing
the budget, and addressing the unmet needs within our society.
The proposed budget, I think, impacts unfairly on agriculture when
we have already been, I feel, quite responsible in the past, but it also includes
the following elements: a balanced budget removing Social Security from the
deficit calculation; achieves the Granun-Rudman deficit targets, which inc lude
Social Security, for Fiscal Year 1991 through 1993, when the Gramm-Rudman law
calls for a balanced budget; requires, for the first time, that budget cutting
reconciliation legislation achieve savings over a five year period as well
as in the first year; reduces the Fiscal Year 1991 defense budget outlays and
will reduce by the 5th year defense spending in real terms by about 25%. We
can I t just go and dismantle our armed forces or indiscriminantly start closing
bases without regard to strategic need. That still must continue until we
can be assured that it will be indeed a safer world.
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the fiscal blueprint on which Congress will be working. It
budget -- one which signals the beginning of a new directionis a visionary
for our country.
But there can be reductions t and this is what is referred to as the
"peace dividend." It will allow for investments in the future as well as outlays
in the following areas:
* Competitiveness. Programs to involve the nation's economic
competitiveness and to assist workers affected by economic change to find and
qualify for new jobs;
* Children. Programs directly affecting children, including education,
Head Start, and child care;
* Health, Nutrition, Housing. Investments in key programs such as
Medicaid, AIDS, food stamps, WIC, and subsidized and rural housing;
* Science, Research. Programs conducting or sponsoring critical research
for the future, including the National Science Foundation, NASA, and NIH;
* Human Security. Investments in programs involved in the war on drugs
and anti-crime efforts;
* Infrastructure. Environment. Programs to restore the nation's
infrastructure and transportation, including highways
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..... to prevent broken homes and the loss of lives ••• " The Texas Cormnission
on Alcohol and Drug Abuse recent ly announced it has awarded $2.2 mi 11 ion in
public funds to expand services in 15 youth treatment programs which are
currently funded by the cormnission. The funding wi 11 pay for added services
for adolescents across Texas. It is an expansion made possible through a
federal/state partnership that has given Texas greatly augmented resources
for substance abuse programs for youth and adults.
The commission received an $11 million per year increase in its state
appropriation from the lIst Texas Legislature last sununer. The Texas
Congressional Delegation's victory in its quest for a more equitable federal
block grant funding formula has added $26 million more in 1990 to the state's
anti-drug coffers.
The additional funding provided through this award brings us one step
closer to meeting the tremendous need for adolescent chemical dependency
services. Programs like this offer our best hope in rescuing many of our youth
from the ravages of addiction to alcohol and other drugs. The future of Texas
is dependent in part on our providing a drug free future for our youth. This
expansion of alcohol and drug treatment services for adolescents is proof of
that c'ommitment.
ii ii ii
A SILVER ANNIVERSARY. Beginning this week the Foster Grandparent Program begins
its celebration of twenty-five years of service to disadvantaged children across
the nation. Established back on 28 August 1965 this is a program which began
as part of the Office of Economic Opportunity, and at a time when most of the
neglected and deprived children which Foster Grandparents served were under
five years old and lived in institutions. Over the years it has undergone
important changes and is now a part of ACTION, the federal domestic volunteer
agency.
Central to the program has been the unique relationship developed between
low-income, older adults and young, at-risk special and exceptional needs
children. It is this relationship that will be celebrated from May through
August of this year. The anniversary will involve a wide range of public events
and public awareness efforts at all levels. While honoring past achievements,
the 25th anniversary will provide an opportunity to focus on the Foster
Grandparent Program's ongoing role in the future of America's children and
older adults.
Since 1980 the program has been operational in the 15th District where
local projects have played a major and important role in making the Foster
Grandparent Program the success that it is today. We should all say thank
you for the special efforts of those involved. It is an important anniversary
and a wonderful program involving outstanding individuals who have done so
much good for so many children.
ii ii
CINCO DE KAYO. It was on May 5, 1862 that Mexican forces defeated French troops
at the battle of Puebla and began the final push to remove foreign troops from
this hemisphere. We salute and extend congratulations to our friends and
neighbors from ali of u~. The "hGl~ he~i~ph~re g~ined from this endeavor.
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VISITORS FROM HOME. Mr Gene Garrison of Alice; Mr & Mrs C F Hillje of Cotulla;
Mr & Mrs Fred Harris of Dilley; Mr & Mrs Henry Hargreaves and daughter Carol
Lynn "Turt Ie" of George West; Ms Sylvia Hinojosa, }Ir Jose Saenz, Mr Jack
Scoggins, and Mr Max Teston, all of McAllen; Ms Gracie Cantu, Ms Piedad Martinez,
and Mr Pete Segundo, all of Mission; Mr & Mrs Roscoe Harvey, and Mr Herman
Roarke Jr, all of Raymondville; and Mr Richard Hinojosa of San Benito.
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